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1. All patients should routinely be maximally spread out in the recovery unit, ideally using alternate beds.
2. If a patient is discovered to be COVID 19 positive during their time in recovery the curtains should be pulled around that patient, and any other patients moved further away, as is possible.
3. The patient should remain in recovery and not be returned to the operating theatre
4. Either a surgical facemask or an oxygen mask should remain on the patient whilst in recovery.
5. The nurse looking after the patient should have as a minimum, a facemask, gloves and apron. If they wish to wear full PPE then they may. In this situation the nurse should step out of the vicinity of the patient and don PPE safely.
6. The ward should be informed of the COVID status prior to return so that they can return to a suitable and safe ward environment. Bed management may need to be involved.
7. Cleaning bed area – this should be carried out according to local protocols.


